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Epping Forest District Council
AGENDA ITEM NUMBER 1

Unauthorised reproduction infringes 
Crown Copyright and may lead to 
prosecution or civil proceedings.

Contains Ordnance Survey Data. © 
Crown Copyright 2013 EFDC License No: 
100018534

Contains Royal Mail Data. © Royal Mail 
Copyright & Database Right 2013

Application Number: EPF/0395/15

Site Name: 52 Spareleaze Hill
Loughton, IG10 1BT

Scale of Plot: 1/1250



Report Item No: 1

APPLICATION No: EPF/0395/15

SITE ADDRESS: 52 Spareleaze Hill
Loughton
Essex
IG10 1BT

PARISH: Loughton

WARD: Loughton St Marys

APPLICANT: Mrs Claire Sales

DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPOSAL:

Replacement boundary wall to front of property and relocation of 
pedestrian entrance.

RECOMMENDED 
DECISION:

Grant Permission (With Conditions)

Click on the link below to view related plans and documents for this case:
http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=573887

CONDITIONS 

1 The development hereby permitted must be begun not later than the expiration of 
three years beginning with the date of this notice.

2 Brickwork to be used on the boundary wall hereby approved shall match or be 
similar to that used on the existing dwelling, and the railings and gates hereby 
approved shall be painted in a black colour.

3 No development, including works of demolition or site clearance, shall take place 
until a Tree Protection Plan Arboricultural Method Statement and site monitoring 
schedule in accordance with BS:5837:2012 (Trees in relation to design, demolition 
and construction - recommendations) has been submitted to the Local Planning 
Authority and approved in writing. The development shall be carried out only in 
accordance with the approved documents unless the Local Planning Authority gives 
its written consent to any variation.

4 No development shall take place until details of the landscaping of the site, including 
retention of trees and other natural features and including the proposed times of 
proposed planting (linked to the development schedule), have been submitted to 
and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The approved landscaping 
shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details and at those times.

This application is before this Committee since the recommendation for approval is contrary to an 
objection from a local council which is material to the planning merits of the proposal, (pursuant to 
the ‘constitution, part three: planning directorate – delegation of council function, schedule 1, 
appendix A(g)). 

http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=573887


Description of Site:

A detached two storey house located on the corner of Spareleaze Hill and Tycehurst Hill in a 
locality of detached dwellings. The property is not listed nor does it lie within a conservation area. 
There are trees in the property close to the front boundary but they are not protected trees.
 
Description of Proposal:

Replacement boundary enclosure at front of property, including new gates. 
 
Relevant History:

None. 

Policies Applied:

DBE9 – Loss of amenity.
DBE1 – Design of new buildings.

National Planning Policy Framework

Summary of Representations:

LOUGHTON TOWN COUNCIL – the Committee objected to the solid timber gate which it 
considered was out of keeping with the street scene. (Amended plans for this gate have now been 
received – please see below.)
 
NEIGHBOURS -7 consulted and no replies received.

EFDC TREES AND LANDSCAPE SECTION – no objections subject to conditions regarding 
details of tree protection, and proposed and retained landscaping, to be submitted and approved 
before works commence.

Issues and Considerations:

It is proposed to demolish the existing brick wall at the front of the property and replace it with a 
new enclosure comprising of a 0.95m high wall with 0.55m railings on top, interspersed with 1.7m 
brick piers. The height and design of this wall and railing is acceptable. 

The original plans submitted proposed a 1.5m high solid timber gate to enclose the vehicular 
access to the dwelling and also the pedestrian access. These solid gates would have been 
somewhat intrusive and out of keeping with the street scene and the agents/applicants were 
requested to reconsider their design. To this end amended plans now show these gates to be 
made of an open railing design which allows views into the front garden area. This open design is 
now acceptable and the gates will not detract from the appearance of the street scene. 

Comments on representations received:-

The revised and open style of gates now addresses the Town Council’s concern that the originally 
proposed solid gates were out of keeping.
 
Conclusions:

For the reasons set out above it is recommended that planning permission be granted subject to 
conditions. 



Should you wish to discuss the contents of this report item please use the following 
contact details by 2pm on the day of the meeting at the latest:

Planning Application Case Officer: David Baker
Direct Line Telephone Number: 01992 564514

or if no direct contact can be made please email:   contactplanning@eppingforestdc.gov.uk 
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Epping Forest District Council
AGENDA ITEM NUMBER 2

Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown 
Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil 
proceedings. 

Contains Ordnance Survey Data. © Crown 
Copyright 2013 EFDC License No: 100018534

Contains Royal Mail Data. © Royal Mail 
Copyright & Database Right 2013

Application Number: EPF/0410/15

Site Name: 41 Alderton Hill
Loughton, IG10 3JD

Scale of Plot: 1/1250



Report Item No: 2

APPLICATION No: EPF/0410/15

SITE ADDRESS: 41 Alderton Hill
Loughton
Essex
IG10 3JD

PARISH: Loughton

WARD: Loughton Alderton

Loughton St Marys

APPLICANT: Mr Zafar Mirza

DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPOSAL:

Erection of part one and part two-storey rear extension, a two-
storey side extension, a two-storey front extension, raising of roof 
by 60 cm, and provision of two rear dormer windows.

RECOMMENDED 
DECISION:

Grant Permission (With Conditions)

Click on the link below to view related plans and documents for this case:
http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=573902

CONDITIONS 

1 The development hereby permitted must be begun not later than the expiration of 
three years beginning with the date of this notice.

2 Materials to be used for the external finishes of the proposed development shall 
match those of the existing building, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority.

3 All construction/demolition works and ancillary operations, including vehicle 
movement on site which are audible at the boundary of noise sensitive premises, 
shall only take place between the hours of 07.30 to 18.30 Monday to Friday and 
08.00 to 13.00 hours on Saturday, and at no time during Sundays and Public/Bank 
Holidays unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

This application is before this Committee since the recommendation for approval is contrary to an 
objection from a local council which is material to the planning merits of the proposal, (pursuant to 
the ‘constitution, part three: planning directorate – delegation of council function, schedule 1, 
appendix A(g)). 

Description of Site:

A detached two storey house located on the south side of Alderton Hill in a road characterised by 
large houses on wide plots. The property is not listed nor does it lie within a conservation area.
 

http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=573902


Description of Proposal:

Erection of a part one and part two storey rear extension, a two storey side extension, raising of 
roof by 60cm, and provision of two rear dormer windows. 
 
Relevant History:

EPF/1087/14 - Approval granted for two storey side extension, single storey rear extension, and 
porch extension. This approval has not been implemented. 

Policies Applied:

DBE9 – Loss of amenity.
DBE10 – Residential extensions.

National Planning Policy Framework

Summary of Representations:

LOUGHTON TOWN COUNCIL – the Committee objected on grounds that the scheme is an 
overdevelopment of the site, and is overbearing on the neighbouring property at 39 Alderton Hill.
 
NEIGHBOURS - 7 consulted and one reply received:-

43, ALDERTON HILL – object -this will be an overdevelopment of the site, overbearing and out of 
keeping with houses on either side; the 2 storey rear extension will extend considerably further 
back than both neighbouring houses, and it will significantly detract from our outlook; it will also 
result in a loss of light to two upstairs windows in our first floor side wall.

Issues and Considerations:

The existing garage at the side of the house, near the boundary with no. 43, will be removed and a 
two storey side extension is proposed. At the rear this two storey side extension reduces to a 
single storey extension. In addition a part single and part two storey rear extension is proposed. 

The ground floor of the proposed side and rear extension will extend rearwards by 7.8m and will 
line up with the depth of a similar extension already built close to the boundary in the neighbouring 
no.43. The first floor rearward projection, however, is significantly smaller in depth and will project 
just 2m behind the rear 2 storey section of the neighbouring no.43. As such it will have a limited 
impact on the outlook and light to the nearest bedroom window in no.43, and it would lie well 
behind a 45 degree line drawn from this neighbouring bedroom window. The neighbour also raises 
concern about loss of light to their side facing windows. However these are small windows which 
appear to give light to non habitable rooms. In addition the proposed side extension is located 
1.3m away from the side boundary, and no.43 also has a gap of 1.2m - so the new extension will 
be 2.5m away from these small windows. The impact on these small windows will therefore not be 
significant, and in any event less weight is normally given to the protection of light to side facing 
windows, particularly given that the application proposes a similar 2 storey side extension to one 
already built on the other side of the boundary at no.43.

On the other side of the property, close to the boundary with no.39, a ground floor extension will 
project 9.3m with a first floor over projecting 3.8m. No.39 has a ground floor extension close to this 
boundary, and the proposed ground floor extension to no.41 will only be 1m greater in depth and 
hence will not give rise to an undue loss of outlook and amenity to no.39. The first floor extension 
will project out only as far as the existing first floor rear wall of no.39, and again, therefore, it will 
have a limited effect on amenity. However, there is a large side facing window in the rear section 



of the first floor of no.39, but this window is obscured and gives light only to a bathroom. Therefore 
there will be little adverse effect on light to habitable rooms in no.39 arising from this first floor 
extension.

The ridge of the roof is to be raised by 60cm to facilitate a loft conversion in part of the roof. Two 
rear dormer windows are proposed and these are of an acceptable design and proportion. The 
existing gable feature at the front will be replaced by a slightly larger one and this form of gable 
adds interest to the front elevation, and is fairly typical of gables found on other nearby properties. 

Comments on representations received:-

The objections raised by the Town Council and a neighbour on loss of outlook, light, and amenity 
are addressed above. In terms of their objection that the proposal is an overdevelopment it is 
acknowledged that the neighbouring no.39 is a smaller property on a narrower plot. However, 
most houses in Alderton Hill occupy extensive plots like this one at no.41. The size of the 
extensions now proposed are fairly easily accommodated without significant detriment to 
neighbouring houses. In terms of scale some other houses have been extended or rebuilt with 
larger profiles than is proposed in this application, and to some extent it is not surprising that 
homeowners want to significantly extend their homes given that their rear gardens are so wide and 
long. For these reasons the proposed extensions do not represent an overdevelopment of the site.
 
Conclusions:

For the reasons set out above it is recommended that planning permission be granted subject to 
conditions. 

Should you wish to discuss the contents of this report item please use the following 
contact details by 2pm on the day of the meeting at the latest:

Planning Application Case Officer: David Baker
Direct Line Telephone Number: 01992 564514

or if no direct contact can be made please email:   contactplanning@eppingforestdc.gov.uk 
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Epping Forest District Council
AGENDA ITEM NUMBER 3

Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown 
Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil 
proceedings. 

Contains Ordnance Survey Data. © Crown 
Copyright 2013 EFDC License No: 100018534

Contains Royal Mail Data. © Royal Mail 
Copyright & Database Right 2013

Application Number: EPF/0427/15

Site Name: 29 Alderton Hill 
Loughton, IG10 3JD

Scale of Plot: 1/1250



Report Item No: 3

APPLICATION No: EPF/0427/15

SITE ADDRESS: 29 Alderton Hill 
Loughton 
Essex 
IG10 3JD

PARISH: Loughton

WARD: Loughton Alderton

Loughton St Marys

APPLICANT: Mr & Mrs Udayan and Mala Agarwal

DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPOSAL:

Demolition of existing house and construction of a new two storey 
house with accommodation in the roof, including provision of 
balcony at first floor rear, and erection of new gates and railings on 
the front boundary.

RECOMMENDED 
DECISION:

Grant Permission (With Conditions)

Click on the link below to view related plans and documents for this case:
http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=573954

CONDITIONS 

1 The development hereby permitted must be begun not later than the expiration of 
three years beginning with the date of this notice.

2 The development hereby permitted will be completed strictly in accordance with 9 
plans numbered 1097-PL-20A; -21A; -22A; -23A; -25A; -11A; - 15A; -12B; -02.

3 No construction works above ground level shall take place until documentary and 
photographic details of the types and colours of the external finishes have been 
submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority, in writing. The 
development shall be implemented in accordance with such approved details.

4 No development shall take place until details of the landscaping of the site, including 
retention of trees and other natural features and including the proposed times of 
proposed planting (linked to the development schedule), have been submitted to 
and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The approved landscaping 
shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details and at those times.

5 All construction/demolition works and ancillary operations, including vehicle 
movement on site which are audible at the boundary of noise sensitive premises, 
shall only take place between the hours of 07.30 to 18.30 Monday to Friday and 
08.00 to 13.00 hours on Saturday, and at no time during Sundays and Public/Bank 
Holidays unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=573954


6 There shall be no discharge of surface water on to the highway.

7 No unbound material shall be used in the surface treatment of the vehicular 
accesses within 6 metres of the highway boundary.

This application is before this Committee since the recommendation for approval is contrary to an 
objection from a local council which is material to the planning merits of the proposal, (pursuant to 
the ‘constitution, part three: planning directorate – delegation of council function, schedule 1, 
appendix A(g)). 

Description of Site:

A detached two storey house located on the south side of Alderton Hill in a road characterised by 
large houses on wide plots. The property is not listed nor does it lie within a conservation area.
 
Description of Proposal:

Demolition of existing house and construction of a new two storey house with accommodation in 
the roof, including provision of a balcony at first floor rear, and erection of new gates and railings 
on the front boundary.
 
Relevant History:

EPF/1688/11 - Approval granted for two storey front extension, single storey rear  extensions, 
provision of accommodation in roof in front gable windows, two side facing dormer windows, two 
rear dormer windows, and provision of additional first floor rear balcony terrace. This approval has 
not been implemented. 

Policies Applied:

CP2 – Protecting the quality of the built and rural environment.
DBE1 – Design of new buildings
DBE9 – Loss of amenity.
LL10 – Adequacy of provision for landscape retention.
ST4 – Road safety
ST6 – Vehicle parking.

National Planning Policy Framework

Summary of Representations:

LOUGHTON TOWN COUNCIL – the Committee objected to the bulk of the proposed works and to 
the first floor balcony design, which would allow occupants to walk outside, as this would result in 
the overlooking of neighbouring properties. However, members stated a Juliet balcony would be 
acceptable.
 
LRA PLANS GROUP – object because of loss of trees to the front of the property. However we 
note that a central landscaping area has been designed adjacent to the front boundary, and this 
will be populated with new trees and shrubs. We would therefore be happy to withdraw our 
objection if the Council’s aboriculturalist is satisfied with the replanting proposals, and if the 
Council applies the usual hours of construction condition.



NEIGHBOURS - 7 consulted and two replies received:-

27, ALDERTON HILL – object to amended plans – the development by reason of its size, depth, 
width height, and massing would have an unacceptable adverse impact on the amenities of no.27, 
by reason of overlooking, loss of privacy, and visually overbearing impact; the revised plan brings 
the proposed house forward by 2.5m but it is still substantially larger on the first and second floors 
compared to the existing house, and previously approved plans, and it still impacts privacy; a rear 
balcony is still proposed, not a Juliet balcony, and it will reduce privacy; the applicant needs to 
confirm that obscure and fixed means that the dormer window to bedroom 6 cannot be opened.

1, HOGARTH REACH (to the rear) – I have absolutely no objection to the plans but the enormous 
trees at the bottom of the applicants 100m long garden are about 7m from our house, and tower 
over our garden, taking away light. I would amicably request that action be taken to reduce the 
size of these trees and I would be willing to share the costs of this.
 
EFDC HIGHWAYS – no objections from a highways and transportation perspective subject to two 
conditions being imposed requiring that no surface water be discharged on to the highway, and no 
unbound material to be used in the first 6m depth of the accesses. 

Issues and Considerations:

At ground floor level the proposed new dwelling will retain the same gaps to the side boundaries of 
the site as the existing dwelling, but a two storey section is proposed close to the boundary with 
no.31 whereas a single storey side garage occupies this position in the existing dwelling.

The neighbouring no.27 stands in a slightly more forward position than the existing house at no. 29 
and is shallower in depth. Consequently an issue raised by the proposed replacement dwelling 
has been the depth of projection behind the rear wall of no.27, and with this in mind revised plans 
have been submitted which moves the proposed house 2.5m further forward so that its front lines 
up with the front of no.27 and the net rear projection is 2.5m less.

The ground floor section of the proposed house will extend rearwards behind the rear wall of no.27 
by 7.8m - an increase of 1.8m over the existing house’s projection of 6m. Bearing in mind the gaps 
to the side boundary and the tall trees and bushes on the boundary this net projection causes a 
limited impact on the amenity of no.27. At first floor level the rearward projection would be 4.3m 
compared the existing 3.9m. In addition this first floor is set in 1.9m from the side boundary, as 
opposed to the current gap of 1.1m for both the ground and first floors of the existing dwelling. A 
45 degree line drawn from the nearest bedroom window in no.27 will not be breached by the 
proposed first floor. For these reasons therefore the proposed size of the depth of the house has a 
limited impact on the amenity of no.27, and arguably it is slightly better than the existing situation 
and indeed the scheme for significant extensions previously approved in 2011.

The neighbour at no.27 has also raised concerns over loss of privacy from the proposed balcony. 
However while the balcony will be in a more recessed position it will be sited 6m away from the 
side boundary with no.27. This compares favourably with the position of an existing first floor 
balcony in the existing dwelling - which is sited just 1.1m from the side boundary. In addition the 
proposed balcony has 1.8m high privacy screens on each side of the balcony thus further reducing 
the potential for overlooking, and as mentioned above tall trees and bushes line this boundary. For 
these reasons the proposed balcony will not give rise to any appreciable overlooking, and it is 
sited in a better position than the existing balcony in this respect.

The other neighbouring dwelling has a double garage located close to the common boundary with 
no.29, and consequently the main house lies 6.7m away from the boundary. At this distance the 
proposed new dwelling will have only a limited impact on the amenity of this neighbour.



In design terms the new house has an acceptable appearance and profile with two small front 
dormer windows, and it will not detract from the street scene. At the rear three dormer windows 
are proposed along with a gable roof feature. On the front boundary a new set of railings set in a 
plinth wall, and gates are proposed, and these enclosures will have a curved profile ranging in 
height from 1.9 to 1.1m. This height and nature of enclosure will be appropriate in the street scene. 

Comments on representations received:-

The objections raised by the town council and a neighbour on the bulk of the proposed house, and 
loss of privacy, have been addressed above. The first floor side facing windows are annotated on 
the plans to be obscured and fixed shut, and a condition to be imposed will require these windows 
to be of this design. With regard to the LRA Plana Group comments a condition is also to be 
imposed requiring a landscape scheme to be submitted – which will require existing trees to be 
retained if appropriate. 
 
Conclusions:

For the reasons set out above it is recommended that planning permission be granted subject to 
conditions. 

Should you wish to discuss the contents of this report item please use the following 
contact details by 2pm on the day of the meeting at the latest:

Planning Application Case Officer: David Baker
Direct Line Telephone Number: 01992 564514

or if no direct contact can be made please email:   contactplanning@eppingforestdc.gov.uk 
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AGENDA ITEM NUMBER 4

Unauthorised reproduction infringes 
Crown Copyright and may lead to 
prosecution or civil proceedings.

Contains Ordnance Survey Data. © 
Crown Copyright 2013 EFDC License No: 
100018534

Contains Royal Mail Data. © Royal Mail 
Copyright & Database Right 2013

Application Number: EPF/0455/15

Site Name: 54 Stradbroke Grove
Buckhurst Hill, IG9 5PF

Scale of Plot: 1/2500



Report Item No: 4

APPLICATION No: EPF/0455/15

SITE ADDRESS: 54 Stradbroke Grove
Buckhurst Hill
Essex
IG9 5PF 

PARISH: Buckhurst Hill

WARD: Buckhurst Hill West

APPLICANT: Mrs Ann Trussell

DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPOSAL:

Two storey side and rear extension.

RECOMMENDED 
DECISION:

Grant Permission (With Conditions)

Click on the link below to view related plans and documents for this case:
http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=574034

CONDITIONS 

1 The development hereby permitted must be begun not later than the expiration of 
three years beginning with the date of this notice.

2 Materials to be used for the external finishes of the proposed development shall 
match those of the existing building, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority.

3 All construction/demolition works and ancillary operations, including vehicle 
movement on site which are audible at the boundary of noise sensitive premises, 
shall only take place between the hours of 07.30 to 18.30 Monday to Friday and 
08.00 to 13.00 hours on Saturday, and at no time during Sundays and Public/Bank 
Holidays unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

This application is before this Committee since the recommendation for approval is contrary to an 
objection from a local council which is material to the planning merits of the proposal, (pursuant to 
the ‘constitution, part three: planning directorate – delegation of council function, schedule 1, 
appendix A(g)). 

Description of Site:

A detached two storey house located at the northern end of Stradbroke Grove. Most of the nearby 
properties are two storey houses but a few dwellings are bungalows/chalet bungalows. The 
property is not listed nor does it lie within a conservation area.
 
Description of Proposal:

Two storey side and rear extension. 
 

http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=574034


Relevant History:

None. 

Policies Applied:

DBE9 – Loss of amenity.
DBE10 – Residential extensions.

National Planning Policy Framework

Summary of Representations:

BUCKHURST HILL PARISH COUNCIL – objection – overbearing on neighbours, loss of amenity 
to neighbours, and design out of keeping with the street scene.
 
NEIGHBOURS -3 consulted and no replies received.

Issues and Considerations:

The existing garage at the side of the house, close to the boundary with no. 52 Stradbroke Grove, 
will be removed and replaced with a 2 storey side extension which will also project to the rear by 
4m. The neighbouring no.52 is a bungalow on a large footprint and the proposed rear extension 
will project rearwards to the line of the existing rear wall of this neighbouring bungalow. In addition 
this rearward projection will be stepped in by 1.1m from the side boundary with no.52. Although 
no.52 stands on slightly lower ground the two physical characteristics described above will mean 
that the proposed rearwards extension will cause a limited loss of amenity and outlook to no.52.

At the front the ground floor of the proposed two storey side extension will be recessed by 1m 
behind the main front wall of the house, and the first floor will be recessed by 3m. An appropriate 
sloping roof is proposed over the ground floor front section. In design terms the extension will be 
subordinate to the house, matching materials are proposed, and the appearance of the extension 
will be in keeping with a street scene that contains other two storey side additions.  

Because no.52 lies in a more recessed position the ground floor front section of the proposed 
extension will project 2m forward of the main front wall of no.52. However this depth of projection 
will have a small impact on the front outlook of no. 52 and it lies well behind a 45 degree line 
drawn from the nearest window in no.52. 

Comments on representations received:-

The objections raised by the parish council have been addressed above.
 
Conclusions:

For the reasons set out above it is recommended that planning permission be granted subject to 
conditions. 

Should you wish to discuss the contents of this report item please use the following 
contact details by 2pm on the day of the meeting at the latest:

Planning Application Case Officer: David Baker
Direct Line Telephone Number: 01992 564514

or if no direct contact can be made please email:   contactplanning@eppingforestdc.gov.uk 
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Report Item No: 5

APPLICATION No: EPF/0530/15

SITE ADDRESS: 34 Barrington Green 
Loughton 
Essex 
IG10 2BA

PARISH: Loughton

WARD: Loughton Broadway

APPLICANT: Mr & Mrs L Schalkwyk

DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPOSAL:

Demolition of single storey flat and redevelopment to provide 3 
flats in a three storey building with accommodation within the roof 
and provision of 1 parking space at the rear and 3 off street parking 
spaces at the front with one space allocated to the adjoining 
dwelling at number 36 (amended scheme to EPF/2526/14)

RECOMMENDED 
DECISION:

Grant Permission (With Conditions)

Click on the link below to view related plans and documents for this case:
http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=574214

CONDITIONS 

1 The development hereby permitted must be begun not later than the expiration of 
three years beginning with the date of this notice.

2 No construction works above ground level shall take place until documentary and 
photographic details of the types and colours of the external finishes have been 
submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority, in writing. The 
development shall be implemented in accordance with such approved details.

3 The development hereby permitted will be completed strictly in accordance with 
approved plans numbered LS.04 C;  LS.05 A; LS.07 B; LS.08 C; LS.09C; LS.02; 
LS.06 B; LS.01 A. 

4 There shall be no discharge of water on to the highway.

5 Details of surface water drainage shall be submitted to and approved by the Local 
Planning Authority before any works commence, and once approved these details 
shall be implemented in full.

6 All construction/demolition works and ancillary operations, including vehicle 
movement on site which are audible at the boundary of noise sensitive premises, 
shall only take place between the hours of 07.30 to 18.30 Monday to Friday and 
08.00 to 13.00 hours on Saturday, and at no time during Sundays and Public/Bank 
Holidays unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=574214


This application is before this Committee since the recommendation for approval is contrary to an 
objection from a local council, and contrary to 4 objections received from third parties, which are is 
material to the planning merits of the proposal, (pursuant to the ‘constitution, part three: planning 
directorate – delegation of council function, schedule 1, appendix A(f and g)). 

Description of Site:

A single storey flat located on a raised ground floor and which adjoins a terrace of two storey 
houses facing Barrington Green. A side way provides an access to the rear and also access to the 
rears of 36 to 42 Barrington Green. The property is not listed nor does it lie within a conservation 
area.
 
Description of Proposal:

Demolition of single storey flat and redevelopment to provide 3 one bedroom flats in a three storey 
building with accommodation in the roof, and provision of 3 car spaces at the front alongside a 
parking space for the adjoining number 3 ( Revised scheme to EPF/2526/14).
 
Relevant History:

EPF/2526/24 - A similar application for three new flats, but proposing a larger roof form, was 
refused - on grounds of an obtrusive roof form and unacceptable projections. 

Policies Applied:

CP2 – Protecting the quality of the built and rural environment.
DBE1 – Design of new buildings
DBE9 – Loss of amenity.
ST4 – Road safety
ST6 – Vehicle parking.

National Planning Policy Framework

Summary of Representations:

LOUGHTON TOWN COUNCIL – the Committee noted the reduction in bulk of the revised 
application but maintained that the scheme was an overdevelopment of the site and out of keeping 
with the street scene. There was also concern that the proposed rear car space encroached onto 
the historic right of way to the rear of neighbouring properties at nos. 36 to 42. There was also little 
private amenity space retained.
 
NEIGHBOURS - 4 consulted and 3 replies received:-

38 BARRINGTON GREEN – the proposals appear to indicate a restriction ( by the provision of a 
rear car parking space) to the right of way to the rear of neighbouring houses. We accept this may 
not be a planning matter but this restriction to this rear access could result in more on street car 
parking.
 
40, BARRINGTON GREEN – the application should be refused since the proposed rear car 
parking space will block access to my rear where I have double gates and a car space.

42, BARRINGTON GREEN – A bungalow being changed to a 4 storey building is an 
overdevelopment of the site. The proposal will be detrimental to pedestrian safety, road 
accessibility, and will cause increased parking issues. The parking space at the rear will restrict 
our access to the rear, as has the erection of an outbuilding at the rear.



EFDC HIGHWAYS – no objections from a highways and transportation perspective - subject to a 
condition being imposed requiring that no surface water be discharged on to the highway. 

Issues and Considerations:

The existing building lies on a raised ground level, and the proposed building would provide a flat 
at lower ground and ground level, with a maisonette at first and second floor level. The design of 
this revised new building now respects the roof form and profile of the adjoining terrace, and in 
appearance it is now acceptable. 

In respect of the access issue to the rear the originally submitted plans have been amended – the 
car space at the rear has been removed and an additional space at the front has been provided. 
The three spaces for the three new flats will be positioned alongside a space to be provided for the 
adjoining no.36. Such a grouped hard standing area is repeated outside nos.40 and 42 Barrington 
Road, and given that Barrington Road is a slip road running parallel to Rectory Lane, this parking 
arrangement is acceptable in terms of safety and access. The provision of one space for each flat 
complies with parking standards particularly since this is a sustainable location within walking 
distance of Debden tube station and the Broadway shopping centre.

Comments on representations received:-

The concerns of neighbours about the rear car space have been taken into account in revised 
plans and this space has now been repositioned to the front of the property. In terms of 
overdevelopment it is acknowledged that this is a small site. However, the profile of the new 
building will now respect the appearance and outline of the adjoining terrace, and the provision of 
small homes in this sustainable location is considered acceptable.
 
Conclusions:

For the reasons set out above it is recommended that planning permission be granted subject to 
conditions. 

Should you wish to discuss the contents of this report item please use the following 
contact details by 2pm on the day of the meeting at the latest:

Planning Application Case Officer: David Baker
Direct Line Telephone Number: 01992 564514

or if no direct contact can be made please email:   contactplanning@eppingforestdc.gov.uk 
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Report Item No: 6 

APPLICATION No: EPF/0728/15

SITE ADDRESS: Lucas McMullen
258 High Road 
Loughton 
Essex 
IG10 1RB

PARISH: Loughton

WARD: Loughton St Marys

APPLICANT: Ms Spencer Rose

DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPOSAL:

Provision of additional floor to provide 9 apartments (1 x studio, 7 x 
1 bed, 1 x 2 bed). (Revision to EPF/2379/14)

RECOMMENDED 
DECISION:

Grant Permission (With Conditions)

Click on the link below to view related plans and documents for this case:
http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=574714

CONDITIONS

1 The development hereby permitted will be completed strictly in accordance with the 
approved drawings nos: 
FFO-001 A, FFO-101 A, FFO-201 B, FFO-210 C and FFO-211 B.

2 The development hereby permitted must be begun not later than the expiration of 
three years beginning with the date of this notice.

3 No construction works above ground level shall take place until documentary and 
photographic details of the types and colours of the external finishes have been 
submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority, in writing. The 
development shall be implemented in accordance with such approved details.

4 No development shall take place, including any works of demolition, until a 
Construction Method Statement has been submitted to, and approved in writing by, 
the Local Planning Authority. The approved Statement shall be adhered to 
throughout the construction period. The Statement shall provide for:

1. The parking of vehicles of site operatives and visitors
2. Loading and unloading of plant and materials
3. Storage of plant and materials used in constructing the development
4. The erection and maintenance of security hoarding including decorative displays 
and facilities for public viewing, where appropriate
5. Measures to control the emission of dust and dirt during construction, including 
wheel washing.
6. A scheme for recycling/disposing of waste resulting from demolition and 
construction works.

http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=574714


5 All construction/demolition works and ancillary operations, including vehicle 
movement on site which are audible at the boundary of noise sensitive premises, 
shall only take place between the hours of 07.30 to 18.30 Monday to Friday and 
08.00 to 13.00 hours on Saturday, and at no time during Sundays and Public/Bank 
Holidays unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

6 Prior to first occupation of the proposed development, the Developer shall be 
responsible for the provision and implementation of a Residential Travel Information 
Pack for sustainable transport, approved by Essex County Council, to include six 
one day travel vouchers for use with the relevant local public transport operator.

7 Prior to the commencement of works the developer shall submit annotated drawings 
and supplementary detail as appropriate for the written approval of the Local 
Planning Authority, to demonstrate that the ceiling/party floor insulation between the 
commercial and residential premises complies with the current Approved Document 
E of the Building Regulations 1984 and, to ensure that the occupiers are provided 
with reasonable resting/sleeping conditions with reference to British Standard 
BS8233: 1999 - Sound Insulation and Noise Reduction for Buildings - Code of 
practice. The development shall then be completed and maintained thereafter in 
accordance with the approved details.

8 Details of the extraction equipment shall be submitted to, and approved by, the 
Local Planning Authority and the equipment shall be installed and be in full working 
order to the satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority prior to the commencement 
of use.  

This application is before this Committee for the following reasons:

 since it is an application for residential development of 5 dwellings or more and is 
recommended for approval (Pursuant to Section P4, Schedule A (d) of the Council’s Delegated 
Functions).

 since it is for a type of development that cannot be determined by Officers if more than two 
objections material to the planning merits of the proposal to be approved are received 
(Pursuant to The Constitution, Part Three:  Planning Services – Delegation of Council 
functions, Schedule 1, Appendix A.(f).)

Description of Site: 
  
The application site comprises the first floor of 258A High Road, Loughton and an area of land to 
the side and rear. The first floor has an area of approximately 370m². The ground floor of the 
property is occupied by The Olive Tree restaurant in units 1 and 2 and by Subway in unit 3. The 
first floor was most recently used as offices but has permission for use as flats as detailed below.

Adjacent the site is the Methodist Church, with two-storey pitched roof and varied form.  The old 
sorting office is to the rear of the site and the Royal Mail owns the access road alongside the 
application site.  On the other side of the access road, 252 High Road is a 3 storey building with a 
slack pitched roof and the ground floor divided into shop units. On the opposite side of the High 
Road three and four storey flat roof buildings are set behind a grass verge and access off the High 
Road. The area is generally urban in character with varied building designs.



Description of Proposal: 
 
This application seeks permission to extend the existing building, creating another floor and 
providing 9 flats in the existing first and proposed new second floor. In total 7x 1-bed units, 1x 2-
bed unit and a studio apartment are proposed.

The application is a resubmission of EPF/2379/14 and has revised the scheme to provide waste 
compactors in the flats, storage at ground floor for the compacted waste and has moved cycle 
storage to the first floor. This has reduced the size of the kitchen/living area in unit 1. In addition 
this scheme now retains the existing extraction system in situ, the result being the loss of a 
window to unit 3, resulting in the proposed unit 3 now being a studio apartment.

Relevant History:

EPF/2379/14 - Extension of existing building in connection with proposed residential use forming 9 
new dwellings (8 x 1 Bed and 1x 2 Bed). Re-submission following withdrawn application 
EPF/1686/14.- Refused

EPF/1686/14 - Extension to building (comprising addition of second and third (within Mansard roof) 
floors and conversion to 9 dwellings. - Withdrawn

EPF/0991/14 - Prior notification of change of use of first floor of building from use for purposes 
within Use Class B1 (a) (offices) to use for purposes within Use Class C3 (dwelling houses) to 
create 4x1 bed and 1x2 bed dwellings. – Prior Approval required and granted.

EPF/0754/11.  Change of use of shop (Use Class A1) at the front of the unit to use for purposes in 
Use Class A3 (Restaurants and Cafes) including ancillary use of private forecourt for placing 
tables and chairs.  Approved 20/06/2011.

Policies Applied:

Adopted Local Plan and Alterations
H2A – Previously Developed Land
H3A – Housing Density
H4A – Dwelling Mix 
H5A – Provision for Affordable Housing
H6A – Site Thresholds for Affordable Housing
CP1 – Achieving Sustainable Development Objectives
CP2 – Protecting the Quality of the Rural and Built Environment
CP3 – New Development
CP4 – Energy Conservation
CP5 – Sustainable Building
DBE1 – Design of New Buildings
DBE2 – Impact of New Buildings
DBE8 – Amenity Space Provision
RP5A – Adverse Environmental Impacts
ST2 – Accessibility of Development
ST4 – Highways Considerations
ST6 – Car Parking Standards 

Summary of Representations:

Notification of this application was sent to Loughton Town Council and to 42 neighbouring 
properties.  A public notice has also been displayed.  



The following representations have been received:

THE OLIVE TREE: Object to the proposals due to disruption to business during construction and 
after occupation due to future noise complaints. Existing refuse storage issues would likely be 
exacerbated as refuse store proposed is not adequate.

LOUGHTON SUBWAY: Object as store is open until 9pm and extraction equipment will be audible 
until this time, likely resulting in noise complaints. Refuse store is inadequate and will likely 
overspill, causing vermin issues.

LOUGHTON METHODIST CHURCH: The proposed flat roof is not in keeping with the area and is 
higher than the roof of 260. Significant loss of light and natural light to the worship area, with the 
sole light source being from roof lights. Also impacts on first floor corridor window. No parking 
provision and proposed bike storage not reasonable.

HOBBS PARKER PROPERTY CONSULTANTS ON BEHALF OF THE FREEHOLDER: Object 
due to the proposals not being permitted by the terms of the lease, the bin storage area is 
currently used as the fire escape, this would be repositioned but the developer does not have 
rights for refuse collection to the rear. Waste compacting is a contrived solution. Extraction flue is 
close to the window of proposed unit 3, with only one light source and would be a poor unit of 
accommodation. Extraction flue is also not in control of applicant and would likely cause noise and 
odour disturbance to first and second floor units. Bike storage is not reasonable.

LOUGHTON TOWN COUNCIL: 
Members were concerned by the relocation of the bike store to the first floor which would 
unacceptably reduce the size of two of the flats. They also stated that as no parking provision was 
proposed in this scheme, future occupants of these flats should not be eligible for resident parking 
schemes in the Town.

Issues and Considerations: 
 
The main issues to be considered in this resubmission are whether the revisions have overcome 
the previous reason for refusal and whether the revisions introduce any new issues.

The previous application was refused for the following reason:

The proposal fails to demonstrate that the proposed refuse storage arrangements and 
repositioning of extract ducting on the rear elevation can be implemented.  As a consequence, the 
proposal fails to include proper provision for refuse storage necessary for the development and 
fails to facilitate appropriate means of odour control for the restaurant at the ground floor of 258 
High Road.  In this particular case it is not possible to deal with these matters by planning 
conditions because third parties have control over them and have made clear they will not give 
their required consent for the proposals to address them.  The proposal is likely to result in 
unpleasant odours, harm to visual amenity and poor outlook from proposed Flat 3.  Accordingly, 
the proposal is contrary to Local Plan and Alterations policy DBE9, which is consistent with the 
National Planning Policy Framework.

Following this decision the extractor is now retained in its existing position, the refuse store is now 
proposed at ground floor (for compacted waste), waste compactors are provided to each unit, and 
the cycle store has relocated to the first floor.

The proposals now demonstrate sufficient refuse storage for the units proposed. The retention of 
the extractor in the existing location also means adequate odour control remains in place for the 
ground floor restaurant/takeaway uses. The revisions have meant the flue is retained at first floor 
with the same relationship to the window in place as currently exists. Environmental Health have 



asked that the flue be extended by 1m or suitable equipment within the ventilation shaft be 
provided to mitigate odour. The equipment in place may be suitable, but this detail is not available 
as part of this application, therefore the condition is advised as a precaution. Officers have liaised 
with the Environmental Health Team and if the applicant is unable to obtain details of or alter the 
existing flue, then ultimately the responsibility for any odour nuisance, should it arise in the future, 
will rest with the unit creating the nuisance and the Council will intervene as required.

In terms of new issues raised, the provision of cycle storage at first floor is introduced in this 
application. There is no policy requirement for storage to be at ground level, however it is a 
requirement that it is easily accessible. In this instance the storage is in a communal area, and 
does require residents to carry the bike up the first staircase into the flats. This may not be ideal 
for some residents, while others may find such storage more attractive from a security perspective 
and consequently be more likely to use it.  Officers are of the view that any provision is better than 
none and the fact of the cycle store being at first floor would not be sufficient grounds alone to 
justify refusal.  Officers also note modern cycles are frequently lightweight, foldable and residents 
would be aware of the access constraints on purchasing the accommodation.

In terms of issues raised by third parties, in respect of leasehold restrictions, planning has no 
bearing on these arrangements. It is clearly possible to access refuse collection areas alongside 
existing refuse storage for other units. In terms of construction access and noise disturbance 
during construction and after occupation, these issues have been considered previously and found 
reasonable. It is not uncommon to find residential accommodation provided above units in a High 
Street area. Noise was not a previous grounds for refusal.

Potential impact to the adjacent Church was considered previously and not issued as a reason for 
refusal.  In terms of parking issues, again this was not an issue previously used to refuse the 
scheme.

Regarding issues raised by the freeholder, whilst planning can not become involved in lease 
arrangements, the accommodation appears capable of providing all the facilities necessary for 
modern living requirements. The proposed refuse store would result in the loss of the existing fire 
escape for the first floor accommodation. Officers have liaised with the Council’s Building Control 
service who advise that as long as the development incorporates a ‘protected’ fire escape route, a 
second route is not required. Buildings regulations would secure suitable arrangements in this 
respect.

Conclusion

In conclusion, mindful of the above assessment, Officers consider the proposals have overcome 
the previous reason for refusal and whilst not all elements of the revised scheme are ideal design 
solutions, the proposals do provide sufficient accommodation for modern living standards and 
accord with policy objectives.  Accordingly, approval is recommended subject to conditions. The 
specific difficulties between the freeholder and leaseholders that have been drawn to the Council’s 
attention are noted.  However, they do not amount to justification for withholding permission where 
a development is clearly capable of being carried out subject to the appropriate consents being in 
place.

Should you wish to discuss the contents of this report item please use the following 
contact details by 2pm on the day of the meeting at the latest:

Planning Application Case Officer:   Ms Jenny Cordell
Direct Line Telephone Number:   (01992) 564481

or if no direct contact can be made please email:   contactplanning@eppingforestdc.gov.uk 
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Report Item No: 7

APPLICATION No: EPF/0749/15

SITE ADDRESS: 2A Summerfield Road 
Loughton 
Essex 
IG10 4QD

PARISH: Loughton

WARD: Loughton Forest

APPLICANT: Mr A Cresswell

DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPOSAL:

Erection of a front boundary wall with metal railing above with a 
combined height of 1.8m. Metal automated sliding gate. (Amended 
design to EPF/2973/14).

RECOMMENDED 
DECISION:

Grant Permission (With Conditions)

Click on the link below to view related plans and documents for this case:
http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=574797

CONDITIONS

1 The development hereby permitted must be begun not later than the expiration of 
three years beginning with the date of this notice.

2 The development hereby permitted will be completed strictly in accordance with the 
approved drawings nos: 
Site plan
105.501 rev. B received 17th June 2015
Design and Access Statement

3 All construction/demolition works and ancillary operations, including vehicle 
movement on site which are audible at the boundary of noise sensitive premises, 
shall only take place between the hours of 07.30 to 18.30 Monday to Friday and 
08.00 to 13.00 hours on Saturday, and at no time during Sundays and Public/Bank 
Holidays unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

This application is before this Committee since the recommendation is for approval contrary to an 
objection from a local council which is material to the planning merits of the proposal (Pursuant to 
The Constitution, Part Three:  Planning Directorate – Delegation of Council function, Schedule 1, 
Appendix A.(g))

Description of Site:

Two-storey detached house.  Not Listed nor in Conservation Area. 

http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=574797


Description of Proposal: 

Erection of a front boundary wall with metal railing above with a combined height of 1.8m. Metal 
automated sliding gate. (Amended design to EPF/2973/14).

Relevant History:

EPF/1409/08 - Erection of a detached house fronting Summerfield Road. (Amended application) – 
Allowed at appeal 23/02/2009 (APP/J1535/A/08/2084879)

EPF/2175/12 - Amendment to proposed detached house fronting Summerfield Road, approved 
under planning permission EPF/1409/08 allowed on appeal. Amendments relate to rear patio 
doors and replacement of integral garage with habitable room. – Granted 28/01/2013

EPF/2973/14 - Erection of a front boundary wall with metal railing above with a combined height of 
1.8m. Metal automated sliding gate. – Refused 13/03/2015

Policies Applied:

CP2 Quality of Rural and Built Environment
CP7                Urban Form and Quality
DBE1              Design of New Buildings
DBE9 Loss of Amenity

NPPF

Consultation Carried Out and Summary of Representations Received  

Number of neighbours consulted. 8
Site notice posted: No, not required
Responses received:  No response received from neighbours.

LOUGHTON TOWN: Objection
The Committee OBJECTED to the proposed boundary treatment which was considered harmful to 
the streetscene and would adversely affect the beautiful open aspect of the road and cause undue 
urbanisation.

Members were also concerned that the sliding gate was positioned flush with the pavement and 
not set back into the property, this blocking both the footway and highway when vehicles entered 
the property.

Main Issues and Considerations:

This application is for an amended design of front boundary treatment following refusal of a similar 
proposal. The way forward for the previous proposal was considered to include an increase in the 
proportion of railings to wall; an overall reduction in height; and, submission of accurate drawings. 
The ground falls to the left hand side when viewing the front of the property and this slope was not 
previously presented.

The comment of the Town Council is noted but aspects of the setting of the site are such that it is 
considered that a refusal of the application could not be adequately supported at appeal. The side 
boundary of the site is also the rear boundary of properties facing Spring Grove. This boundary 
consists of visually solid fence panels set on concrete gravel boards and is a fence some 2m in 
height. Accordingly there is no sense of openness when looking obliquely across the front garden 
from the southwest. When the proposed boundary treatment were to be viewed directly front on, 



from the northwest, the boundary treatment would be seen against a backdrop of the house that 
almost fills the entire width of the plot. Accordingly no material loss of openness is envisaged from 
this view. In any view from further around to the north the boundary treatment would be seen 
against visually solid panels of fencing that are each some 2m in height running down along the 
side boundary with no. 2.

With regard to any sense of urbanisation, the brick piers of the boundary treatment would be no 
higher than the solid panel fence of the flank boundary of 33 Spring Grove. This fence has pieces 
of trellis set on top of each fence panel such that the structure is higher than the proposed height 
of the boundary treatment under consideration.

An annotation to a drawing states that the electric automated sliding gate operation would be silent 
and specialist advice has been given that such gates do not tend to result in complaints with 
regard to noise. The proposal is therefore considered acceptable with regard to neighbouring 
amenity.

The proposal may assist with crime prevention. Paragraph 69 of the NPPF refers to the 
importance of design being such that crime, and the fear of crime, does not undermine the quality 
of life. 

Conclusion:

Officers consider that in design terms the proposal does not justify refusal and impacts to 
neighbouring amenity are acceptable.

Should you wish to discuss the contents of this report item please use the following 
contact details by 2pm on the day of the meeting at the latest:

Planning Application Case Officer: Jonathan Doe
Direct Line Telephone Number: 01992 564103

or if no direct contact can be made please email:   contactplanning@eppingforestdc.gov.uk
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Report Item No: 8

APPLICATION No: EPF/0891/15

SITE ADDRESS: 2 The Greens Close 
Loughton 
Essex 
IG10 1QE

PARISH: Loughton

WARD: Loughton St Johns

APPLICANT: Mr C Amour

DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPOSAL:

First floor side extension. New front porch. Conversion of garage 
into habitable room. Single storey rear extension with 1 no. roof 
lantern.  

RECOMMENDED 
DECISION:

Grant Permission (With Conditions)

Click on the link below to view related plans and documents for this case:
http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=575175

CONDITIONS 

1 The development hereby permitted must be begun not later than the expiration of 
three years beginning with the date of this notice.

2 Materials to be used for the external finishes of the proposed development shall 
match those of the existing building, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority.

3 All construction/demolition works and ancillary operations, including vehicle 
movement on site which are audible at the boundary of noise sensitive premises, 
shall only take place between the hours of 07.30 to 18.30 Monday to Friday and 
08.00 to 13.00 hours on Saturday, and at no time during Sundays and Public/Bank 
Holidays unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

This application is before this Committee since the recommendation is for approval contrary to an 
objection from a local council which is material to the planning merits of the proposal (Pursuant to 
The Constitution, Part Three:  Planning Directorate – Delegation of Council function, Schedule 1, 
Appendix A. (g))

Description of the Site:

The Greens Close is a relatively long cul-de-sac which provides access to predominantly semi-
detached residential properties. The application site itself contains a two storey semi-detached 
house located to the western side of The Greens Close. It has an existing conservatory and an 
outbuilding at rear and a single storey garage which projects and forms part of the established 
building line in the front elevation.

http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=575175


The attached neighbour, 1 The Greens Close, is situated on a significantly lower ground level 
where the land drops sharply and slopes deeply towards the end of the rear garden. This 
neighbour has a raised patio area and external steps at rear with balustrades.  

The detached neighbour, 3 The Greens Close, has a flat roofed first floor side extension recessed 
from the roof of existing front projecting single storey garage. There is a separation gap of about 
0.9 metres between the house at no.3 and the flank of no. 1.

Description of Proposal:

First floor side extension. New front porch.  Conversion of garage into habitable room. Single 
storey rear extension with 1no. roof lantern.  

The first floor side element would be 3m in width, 5.4m in depth.  It would have a pitched roof 1.4m 
lower than that of the existing house and be sited on the flat roof top of the existing front projecting 
garage.

The new front porch would be 2.5m deep, 1.8m wide and 3.2m in height from the ground floor to 
the highest point of the semi-pitched roof.

The single storey rear extension would be 3m deep across the full width of the house and be 3m in 
height.  A roof lantern would be positioned in the centre of the roof.  

Site History:

EPF/0842/76 Erection of a single-storey rear extension Approved

Policies Applied:

CP2 Protecting the Quality of the Rural and Built Environment
DBE9 Loss of Amenity
DBE10 Residential Extensions
ST6 Vehicle Parking

NPPF (March 2012)

Consultation Carried Out and Summary of Representations Received: 

Date of site visit:  14/05/2015
Number of neighbours consulted:  6
Site notice posted:  No, not required
Responses received:  1 objection received from 1 THE GREENS CLOSE for the following 
reasons.

1. In adequate plans submitted.
2. The depth in excess of existing conservatory.
3. Increased height would lead to visual restrictions.
4. Loss of light and visual amenity.
5. The existing conservatory already causes light restriction; further extensions would be 

harmful to our amenities.
6. It would be close to the boundary leading to overbearing.
7. Excessive in size.
8. The main part of our rear garden would be 5m below the proposed rear extension.
9. Too high and out of character.
10.Proposed glazing should make the roof lantern unwanted.



11.Construction of extension is impossible without access to our property.
12.The plans showing how existing garden fencing and boundary would be reworked not 

provided.
13.It would sit over a combined drainage system.
14.The proposed works to the property would be excessive.
15.We have informed Loughton Town Council of our strong objections.

The objector also makes the following comments:

1. We support the proposal but not beyond the existing boundary of its construction.
2. If it utilised the sloping roof as at present and not beyond the boundaries of the existing 

rear line.
3. If the guarantees are put in place regarding the existing combined drainage system.
4. A clear statement of allowable hours of work on site should be provided.
5. Statement of how site access will be affected should be provided.
6. No window should be at flank elevation. 

LOUGHTON TOWN COUNCIL: objected to the single storey rear extension as it considers this 
element of the proposal overbearing and that it would cause loss of light to the neighbours at no 1 
The Greens Close, positioned downhill of the proposal.  The Town Council further stated that 
Members had commented that the rudimentary plans submitted were difficult to read.   

Main Issues and Considerations:

The main issues in this case are considered to be covered under two main areas:

 Whether harm would be caused to the character and appearance of the area and street 
scene, having regard to the size, scale and siting of the proposal. 

 Whether the proposals would harm neighbouring amenity

Impact on the character and appearance 

First floor side extension 

There is a separation gap of about 0.9m between the houses at 1 and 3 The Greens Close. The 
proposed development has been designed in such a way that it would maintain this visual gap 
between the application site and adjoining property.

There are a number of similar first floor extensions over garages that project beyond the walls of 
the front elevations of existing properties in the area. The proposed development would be sited 
on top of an existing single storey front projecting garage and positioned on a similar alignment 
with other first floor side extensions present on neighbouring properties to the western side of The 
Greens Close. Although clearly visible in the street, the proposed first floor side extension would 
have a very similar visual impact to similar neighbouring developments.  Consequently, it would be 
consistent with the character and appearance of the locality.

In terms of its detailed design the proposed first floor side extension would be substantially set 
down from the ridge of the main house and be similar in detailing to first floor extensions over 
garages at neighbouring properties, reinforcing its consistency with the character of the locality.

New Front Porch 

The design of the roof of the new front porch and the materials to be used would reflect the roof 
form and appearance of the existing house.  It would fit in with the architectural style of the group 



of houses and other similar porches in the surrounding area. The proposed front porch would 
partly be concealed from street view by the existing front projecting single storey garage.  As such, 
the proposed new front porch would not be out of character and it is considered an appropriate 
addition that would complement the appearance of the host property and the street scene.  
Furthermore, the proposed front porch is similar to the one that could be erected without the need 
for consent.

Conversion of garage into habitable room

It is not uncommon for garages in the surrounding area to be converted into habitable rooms.  As 
such, the proposed change of use of a garage as a habitable room would not be out of character.  
In view of the fact that there is enough space for off-street parking available to the front driveway, it 
is considered that the loss of the use of a garage as a car parking facility would not result in a 
detrimental impact on the public highway.  There are no records of any restrictions limiting the use 
of the garage to parking, therefore its use as a habitable room does not require consent. The 
alterations to the external appearance include the replacement of the garage door with a window.  
That would reflect and complement the visual appearance of the host property and the street 
scene. This element of the proposed development is therefore considered acceptable.  

Single storey rear extension
The proposed extension would be sited at the rear of the existing property and not be visible from 
the main street view. It would have a flat roof with a roof lantern set slightly away from the 
boundary with adjoining property no.1 The Greens Close. The size, siting and scale of this element 
of the proposal are subservient to the parent property and it is similar to the development that 
could be erected without the need for planning permission. This element would have no harmful 
effect upon the character and appearance of the surrounding area, the host property and street 
scene.

Impact on residential amenity

There is a window serving a habitable room on the first floor front elevation of an existing first floor 
side extension at adjoining property no.3 The Greens Close. The proposed first floor side 
extension would project forward of the existing window of the first floor side extension at no.3 The 
Greens Close. Although this projection may represent an overbearing presence, the impact upon 
the residential amenities in terms of loss of outlook would not be so excessive to warrant refuse of 
this application. 

In regards to the impact to the adjoining property no.1 The Greens Close, this property is situated 
towards the north of the application site and on lower ground level than the application site. Due to 
the differences in levels, the proposed single storey rear extension has the potential to appear 
overbearing when seen from 1 The Greens Close.  However, since the proposed addition would 
only project 3m from the rear elevation and have a maximum height of 3m on the site boundary, its 
impact would be no different to that of a Permitted Development extension.

Indeed, the proposed rear extension is very similar in all respects to the development that could be 
erected as Permitted Development. In the circumstances, it is concluded the consequences of the 
rear extension for the living conditions of 1 The Greens Close do not amount to excessive harm.  It 
is therefore acceptable.

Conclusion

The proposals are acceptable in terms of their impact on living conditions of neighbours and 
design. It would be in keeping with the general character and appearance of the surrounding area, 
the host property and street scene. It is therefore recommended that planning permission be 
granted



Should you wish to discuss the contents of this report item please use the following 
contact details by 2pm on the day of the meeting at the latest:

Planning Application Case Officer: Moses Ekole
Direct Line Telephone Number: 01992 56 4109

or if no direct contact can be made please email: contactplanning@eppingforestdc.gov.uk 

file:///C:/Users/rperrin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/D7PHUBVH/contactplanning@eppingforestdc.gov.uk
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Report Item No: 9

APPLICATION No: EPF/1051/15

SITE ADDRESS: 78 Princes Road 
Buckhurst Hill
Essex
IG9 5DZ

PARISH: Buckhurst Hill

WARD: Buckhurst Hill West

APPLICANT: Mr Trevor Orford

DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPOSAL:

Ground and first floor rear extensions.

RECOMMENDED 
DECISION:

Grant Permission (With Conditions)

Click on the link below to view related plans and documents for this case:
http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=575693

CONDITIONS 

1 The development hereby permitted must be begun not later than the expiration of 
three years beginning with the date of this notice.

2 Materials to be used for the external finishes of the proposed development shall 
match those of the existing building, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority.

3 All construction/demolition works and ancillary operations, including vehicle 
movement on site which are audible at the boundary of noise sensitive premises, 
shall only take place between the hours of 07.30 to 18.30 Monday to Friday and 
08.00 to 13.00 hours on Saturday, and at no time during Sundays and Public/Bank 
Holidays unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

This application is before this Committee since the recommendation conflicts with a previous 
resolution of a Committee (Pursuant to The Constitution, Part Three:  Planning Services – 
Delegation of Council functions, Schedule 1, Appendix A.(i))

Description of Site

Princes Road is located within the built up area of Buckhurst Hill. The existing building is a two 
storey end terrace house situated within a very narrow and long plot. The house has been 
previously extended to the rear over one and two storeys. The adjoining neighbour, 80 Princes 
Road, has also been extended significantly to the rear. Although the detached neighbour, 76 
Princes Road, has not been extended to the same amount, there is a gap of approximately 6m 
between the flank wall of the application property and this neighbour. The application site is not 
located within the boundaries of the Metropolitan Green Belt and it is not in a conservation area. 

http://planpub.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/NIM.websearch/ExternalEntryPoint.aspx?SEARCH_TYPE=1&DOC_CLASS_CODE=PL&FOLDER1_REF=575693


Description of proposal

The proposed development is for a first floor rear extension and minor increase to the existing rear 
extension. 

Relevant History

EPF/0082/15 – Part single storey, part two storey rear extension - Refused

Policies Applied

CP2 – Protecting the Quality of the Rural and Built Environment
DBE9 – Loss of Amenity
DBE10 – Design of residential extensions

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) has been adopted as national policy since March 
2012. Paragraph 214 states that due weight should be given to the relevant policies in existing 
plans according to the degree of consistency with the framework. The above policies are broadly 
consistent with the NPPF and should therefore be given appropriate weight

Consultation carried out and summary of representations received  

6 Neighbours consulted – 

74 PRINCES ROAD – OBJECTION – The scale of the first floor extension will harm my living 
conditions by means of: visual impact, overlooking and loss of light. It will also set an unwelcome 
precedent in the locality. 

76 PRINCES ROAD – OBJECTION – The proposed extension will cause overlooking and loss of 
light to the neighbours.  It will also set an unwelcome precedent in the locality. 

80 PRINCES ROAD – OBJECTION – The first floor will have an unacceptable adverse impact on 
the living conditions of neighbours. It will cause a tunnelling effect and spoil outlook. It will also 
appear overbearing by reason of its height, mass and location. It will also cause loss of privacy to 
the neighbours.  

BUCKHURST HILL PARISH COUNCIL – NO OBJECTION

Issues and Considerations

This is a revised application to a previous refusal by the Area Plans South Subcommittee which 
was refused for the following reason:

The proposed second floor extension would have an unacceptably adverse impact on the 
amenities of the neighbouring properties as it would be overbearing by reason of its height, mass 
and location contrary to policy DBE9 of the adopted Local Plan and Alterations and the National 
Planning Policy Framework.

The main subject of this assessment is to determine whether or not the revisions within the 
application have overcome this reason for refusal. 

In the previous refusal, the proposed first floor element projected 2.6m past the existing rear 
elevation. In this revised application the proposed first floor has been reduced to 1m past the 
existing rear elevation, whilst maintaining a gap of 0.9m from the shared boundary with 80 Princes 



Road. As such the small extent of the first floor extension will not cause excessive harm to the 
living conditions of no.80. 

The first floor extension will be 2.1m from the shared boundary with no.78 Princes Road and 
therefore will not excessively harm their living conditions. 

The single storey element remains unchanged from the previously refused application, which 
during the previous assessment was considered will not cause excessive harm to the living 
conditions of either neighbours. Members of the Planning Committee also did not consider that the 
single storey element would cause excessive harm to living conditions. 

The previous reason for refusal has therefore been overcome. 

Design

The extension is of a conventional residential design which will not be visible from public 
viewpoints and therefore it will not appear overly prominent in the street scene. 

Conclusion

The extension will not harm the living conditions of the neighbours and its design is respectful of 
the surrounding area. Therefore it is recommended that planning permission is granted. 

Should you wish to discuss the contents of this report item please use the following 
contact details by 2pm on the day of the meeting at the latest:

Planning Application Case Officer: James Rogers
Direct Line Telephone Number: 01992 564 371

or if no direct contact can be made please email: contactplanning@eppingforestdc.gov.uk

../../../../../../Planning%20and%20Economic%20Dev/Development%20Control/Committee%20Agendas/Agendas%20in%20Word/contactplanning@eppingforestdc.gov.uk

